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Growing Together in Christ: 2025–2026  
at St. Raymond

When I arrived in 2019, one common piece of feedback 
I received was that our youth and young adult programs 
were lacking. After a few starts and stops, we finally have 
a dream team in place with Florence de Bretagne, our 
Director of Religious Education, and our newly ordained 
Fr. John Paul Puschautz. Please read about the grace-
filled programs they have created at our parish. God is 
good!

Fr. Jerome

Sacramental Preparation

One of the greatest joys of parish life is accompanying 
young people as they receive the sacraments. This past 
year, 40 children received their First Holy Communion (from 
the school and parish) and 55 young people were confirmed 
(St. Raymond School, St. Raymond Parish, and Sacred Heart 
Schools).

Preparation for these sacraments became much more than a 
weekly class. Parents of First Communion children gathered 
on Sunday mornings for their own formation, sharing 
conversations about faith and discovering new ways to pray 
and learn alongside their children. Parents of the youth also 
met regularly for monthly dinners and discussions at Arbor 
House.

Moreover, we integrated Confirmation preparation into our 
Sunday evening youth ministry gatherings. What began as a 
practical schedule change quickly became something much 

more: teens found a community where they could pray 
together, ask honest questions, laugh, serve others, and 
form lasting friendships rooted in Christ. Our hope is that 
every young person leaves Confirmation knowing that it is 
not the end of faith formation, but the beginning of a deeper 
life with God and His Church.

Religious Education
This year brought many opportunities for families to grow 
together in faith.

We were especially excited to welcome our youngest 
parishioners through a new Pre-K–Kindergarten class, 
helping children encounter God's love from their earliest 
years. Throughout the year, 
our monthly Family Masses 
became a favorite tradition. 
Children proclaimed the 
readings, participated in the 
music ministry, and joined the 
offertory procession, making 
these celebrations a beautiful 
expression of our parish as one 
family.

One of the most memorable 
moments of the year was our 
All Saints Day Parade, when 
children arrived dressed as their favorite saints.

Behind every class, event, and celebration stands a 
dedicated team of catechists who generously share their 
faith with our families. They gathered regularly to pray, have 
dinner together, exchange ideas, and discern how best to 
accompany the children and parents entrusted to our care.

We were thrilled to launch our first week-long children's 
summer camp, which took place August 10–14.

Continues on page 4
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S - Solemnity; F- Feast; M - Obligatory Memorial;  
m - Optional Memorial; L&D - Living & Deceased

Mass Intentions are still available for 2026. 

Sat., Aug. 22, 5:00 pm		 St. Raymond Parish
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sun., Aug. 23, 8:00 am		 Fr. Antony Augustine 		
					     Cherian, O.P. 🎂 
		  10:00 am  	 Jonathan Reyes 🎂 & Lu 	
					     Yujuico 🎂 
		  5:00 pm	 Mehmood Taqui †
Mon., Aug. 24, 8:15 am	 Gladys & John Rosberg ††

St. Bartholomew, Apostle (F)

Tue., Aug. 25, 8:15 am		 Fely Moore †
St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest  (m)

Wed., Aug. 26, 8:15 am	 Tom Wright †

Thur., Aug. 27, 8:15 am	 Blach & Derry Families, L&D 

St. Monica (M)

Fri., Aug. 28, 8:15 am		  Caletti & Cormick Families, L&D
St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church (F)

Sat., Aug. 29, 8:15 am		 John Gregory Jolly †
The Passion of St. John the Baptist (M) 

Sat., Aug. 29, 5:00 pm		 Rosario Tavora †
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sun., Aug. 30, 8:00 am		 Deborah Helkowski † 
		  10:00 am  	 Aguilar Family, L&D 
		  5:00 pm	 St. Raymond Parish

Mass Intentions
Saturday, August 22, 2026

8:15 am	 Mass followed by Adoration & 		
		  Confession until 9:15 am 
3:30 pm	 Confession until 4:30 pm 
5:00 pm	 Mass

Sunday, August 23, 2026
8:00 am	 Mass 
10:00 am	 Mass followed by ☕& 🍩 
5:00 pm	 Mass

Monday-Saturday

8:15 am 	 Mass

Monday, August 24, 2026
6:00 pm	 Legion of Mary (Parish Hall) 
7:00 pm	 Compass College Group

Wednesday, August 26, 2026
10:00 am	 Bible Study 
7:00 pm	 Catholic in Recovery  
7:00 pm	 Holy Hour (Confession & 		
			   Adoration)

Thursday, August 27, 2026
7:00 pm	 4D Young Adults - What's Your 		
		  Mission?

Saturday, August 29, 2026
8:15 am	 Mass followed by Adoration & 		
		  Confession until 9:15 am 
3:30 pm	 Confession until 4:30 pm 
5:00 pm	 Mass

Sunday, August 30, 2026
8:00 am	 Mass 
10:00 am	 Mass followed by ☕& 🍩 
5:00 pm	 Mass

This Week

PRAYERS  As a parish community we pray for the 
sick, including: Jackie Archibald, Nony & Penny Bantug, 
Carolyn DeMarce, Maureen DeMoss, Enrique Diaz Salazar, 
Andrea Edwards, Esther Falsario, Janice Hagy, Richard 
Hammerud, Mark Head, Pia Jensen, Margaret Kelly (Dn. 
Tom's mom), Bonnie Morey, Anjuli & Rashmi Nunn, Roger & 
Rosie Pidena, Esperanza Quintanilla, Miguel Rosa, Enrique 
Diaz Salazar, Varsha Saxena, Emily Wong, the homebound, 
those in our local hospitals and skilled nursing facilities, 
those formerly on the list, and those who wish not to be 
named.

To add a name or to relist a name, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
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St. Vincent de Paul
Next Sunday, August 30, is the fifth Sunday 
in the month of August.  In each month that 
contains five Sundays, St. Raymond’s St. 
Vincent de Paul (SVDP) conference takes up 
a collection on the fifth 
Sunday to help fund 
our work. Your support 
makes a big difference 
in the lives of the needy 
right in our area. 

We would love to have 
additional volunteers.  
The volunteer work 
is very satisfying and does not take a lot 
of time.  Please contact Camilo Colorado 
(ccolorado2005@gmail.com)  to find out what 
volunteering involves.

God bless you and thank you for your generosity! 
Donate at straymondmp.org/giving.

					   

Faith Formation
BEaST (Be a Saint) Is Back!

Every Sunday night, 6–8 pm

We're kicking off a new year of BEaST with a BBQ and Youth Olympics 
this Sunday night! Come join one of our 8 competing teams — Cheetahs, 
Coyotes, Lions, Polar Bears, Grizzlies, Bald Eagles, Condors, and Wolves 
— for an evening of food, games, and fun.

We're not called to be average. We're called to be holy, bold, joyful, and 
alive in Christ. Every Sunday, we'll grow in faith, serve others, tackle big 
questions, and build real friendships.

Are you ready to go beast mode?

And there's much more ahead! In October, we'll head to the Santa Cruz 
Mountains for our youth retreat, October 16–18: weekend of prayer, 
friendship, fun, and encountering Jesus.

Come be part of the BEaST community! Please register online at https://
straymondmp.org/faith-formation/.

Religious Education
Growing in faith, year by year

Children from Pre-K (4 years old) through 6th grade are invited 
to join our Religious Education program, which meets Sundays 
from 9–10 am.

This year, we've shaped our curriculum so that each grade builds 
naturally on the previous one:

•	Pre-K–Kindergarten: Planting the first seeds of faith
•	1st Grade: God loves me → Jesus is with me
•	2nd Grade: I encounter Jesus in the Sacraments
•	3rd Grade: I belong to His Church and have a place in it
•	4th Grade: We have a covenant with God → we choose to 

live it
•	5th Grade: I am filled with the Holy Spirit → I am called to 

live and serve as a disciple
•	6th Grade: Discovering the Bible and learning to know and 

love God's Word

Our hope is that every child will gradually discover who God is, 
who they are as His children, where they belong, and how God is 
calling them to live.

We would love to have your family join us! Please register today 
so we can plan accordingly. Classes begin Sunday, September 13, 
the first Sunday after Labor Day. The calendar is posted online on 
the Faith Formation page. If you have questions, contact florence.
debretagne@straymondmp.org.

BINGO IS BACK! Please join us on 
Wednesday, September 2 for a special 
End of Summer gathering of STARS Senior 
Bingo. We will begin in the church at 12:15 
pm for a Senior Mass. Following Mass, the 
beautiful sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick will be offered for those who wish to 
participate. We will then move to the Parish 
Hall for a light lunch and delicious treats. 
Bring a friend or two to join in the fun with 
this wonderful group — all are welcome! 

If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer, please contact Karyn Leahy at 
leahyfamily@msn.com.
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Growing Together in Christ continued 

BEaST Youth Ministry

Sunday evenings have become one of the liveliest times 
in parish life. This year, our BEaST ("Be a Saint") Youth 
Ministry grew from a monthly program into a thriving 
weekly gathering, regularly bringing together dozens of 
teens for prayer, friendship, service, and formation. For 
many young people, BEaST has become a second home, 
a place where faith comes alive through community, 
meaningful conversations, and genuine friendships

One of the most encouraging signs of growth this year has 
been seeing our teens invite friends to BEaST. Several have 
become regular participants, including one teenager who 
is now considering becoming Catholic and others who, 
though baptized, had never continued their sacramental 
journey. Some of these teens have even begun bringing 
their parents to Mass.

Every Sunday evening brought something different. Some 
nights focused on prayer and discussion. Others included 
games, service projects, guest speakers, or simply time 
spent together as friends. Every gathering ended in prayer 
before the tabernacle, helping our teens place Christ at 
the center of their lives.

This year, our youth served both within the parish and 
beyond. For instance, they prepared postcards for elderly 
parishioners during Thanksgiving and served meals at the 
East Palo Alto shelter. A group of them also traveled to 
Virginia's Eastern Shore for a week of mission work and 
service among migrant families.

Other highlights included an unforgettable afternoon 
in Half Moon Bay, where more than 70 members of the 
St. Raymond community enjoyed a barbecue, games, 
time at the beach, and Eucharistic Adoration overlooking 
the ocean. We also held our first-ever weekend retreat 
in the Santa Cruz Mountains, where 40 young people 
came together for a meaningful experience of prayer, 
community, and fellowship.

Young Adult Ministry

Our Young Adult Ministry is thriving.

Our monthly 4D events (Dinner, Drinks, Discussion with 
Dominicans) are now welcoming 90–100 participants each 
month and have become a place where many newcomers 
find friendship, community, and a deeper connection to the 
Church.

We also held weekly small-group discussions on topics 
ranging from Theology of the Body to faith in the workplace.

The year was filled with memorable moments: a Pentecost 
retreat with 38 participants, a full bus traveling to the Walk 
for Life in San Francisco, dances, a speed-dating event, 
hikes, outdoor Masses, and countless shared meals and 
conversations.

Especially inspiring has been the growing desire among young 
adults to serve the parish. A dedicated leadership team met 
throughout the year to pray, plan, and dream about how to 
strengthen the ministry and contribute to parish life more 
broadly. Increasingly, young adults are becoming mentors, 
volunteers, and leaders throughout our community, taking 
part in the religious education and youth programs.

This month, we launched Torch, a new small-group 
formation program designed to help young adults grow in 
faith, accountability, and authentic Christian friendship over 
the course of a full year.

College Compass
This summer also marked the beginning of an exciting 
new ministry for college students.

College Compass meets every other Monday evening 
for 30 minutes of Eucharistic Adoration in the church, 
followed by 30 minutes of Lectio Divina and fellowship.

Our hope is simple: to provide college students with a 
steady place to pray, grow, and remain connected to 
Christ and one another during a season of life that can 
often feel busy and uncertain.
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Looking Ahead
As we look toward the coming year, we are filled with 
hope.

We are grateful for the new catechists who will join our 
teams and for the returning volunteers who continue to 
serve with such generosity. We are encouraged by the 
growing involvement of young adults throughout parish 
life and by the increasing participation of children and 
teens in our liturgies and ministries.

We are also excited to see more families discovering that 
faith formation is not simply a program for children — it is 
an invitation for the whole family to grow closer to Christ 
together, planting seeds of faith that will help children and 
parents alike remain rooted in God's love and navigate 
life's joys and challenges with confidence and hope.

The coming year will bring many opportunities for prayer, 
friendship, and spiritual growth, including a day-long 
retreat for First Communion children, a youth retreat in 
October, and a young adult retreat during Lent.

Whether you have been involved for years or are 
considering joining us for the first time, we would love to 
see you. Together, let us continue building a parish where 
every child, teen, young adult, and family can encounter 
Christ, grow as disciples, and discover the joy of living the 
Gospel.
For questions, please contact: brjohnpaul@straymondmp.org or 
florence.debretagne@straymondmp.org.

Next Session: Monday, August 24.
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Dominican Corner
Meet the Postulants

Every year we ask our friends to become Novice Prayer 
Partners and to pray for the young men who will receive 
the habit of St. Dominic. This year, we’re excited to 
welcome nine men who will discern if they are called to 
our way of life as Dominican friars. On September 3 they 
will receive the Dominican habit — an outward sign of our 
way of life.

Will you join us in praying for these nine young men?

Novice Prayer Partners are among the first to learn the 
novices' religious names and see the brothers in their 
habits through an exclusive email sent out after the 
private ceremony on September 3. They also have their 
names placed in the novitiate community to be prayed for 
throughout the year.

This year, our nuns at Corpus Christi Monastery have 
once again graciously agreed to match all your prayers by 
offering their own! 

We continue to see that religious communities that 
remain faithful to their charisms and to Catholic teaching 
attract zealous young people who are excited for the 
future of the Church.

Do you know someone who might want to become a 
Prayer Partner? Invite them to join you by forwarding this 
email or encourage them to sign up at opwest.org/novice 
today!

Curious About the Catholic 
Faith?

You're not alone. OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation 
of Adults) brings together adults who are exploring 
what it means to be Catholic — whether you're new 
to faith entirely or returning after time away. We'd 
love to have you join the conversation. Contact Dn. 
Tom Kelly at tfk@sbcglobal.net or 650-670-2200.
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strmp.link/4d0826

Low-Gluten Hosts Available
Low-gluten hosts are available at every Mass. Simply join 
the presiding priest's Communion line to receive one.

Ministry to the Sick
Know someone who is homebound or ill? Our parish family 
cares for those who cannot join us for Mass, bringing the 
comfort of faith directly to their homes. Please contact the 
parish office at (650) 323-1755 so we can reach out to them.

Young Adults
Young Adult Group (ages 21–40). Looking for community 
and authentic friendship centered on Christ? Hoping to 
learn more about the Catholic faith? We meet on the 4th 
Thursday of every month @ 4D Event: Dinner, Drinks, & 
Discussion w/ Dominicans.

Plug into our growing young adult 
community by joining our WhatsApp 
group — scan the QR code!

Young Adult Mass Meet-Up 
(YAMM)

Every Sunday, young adults:

1) Sit at 10 am Mass together (center-right);

2) Greet clergy & one another outside Parish Hall;

3) Enjoy FREE ☕, 🍩 , & fellowship @ Rose Garden.
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MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Raymond is a Catholic parish where we Pray, 
Serve, and Socialize together as we live out our 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

VISION STATEMENT 
St. Raymond Catholic Church is a vibrant parish 
in which every parishioner is engaged in ministry 
and all parishioners pray-serve-socialize together 
to keep the fire of our faith growing.

If you are a visitor to St. Raymond Parish, we want 
you to know you are welcome here—whether 
you have come from another part of the country, 
from across the world, or another parish in the 
Bay Area. Say hello to any of our parishioners! 
For information about our parish or to register, 
contact us at office@straymondmp.org or register 
online at straymondmp.org/register.

WELCOME

Mass Schedule   
Saturdays		  5:00 pm Vigil 
Sundays		  8:00 am, 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Weekdays		  8:15 am (Mon-Sat) 
Holy Days		  8:15 am, 12:15 pm, 7:00 pm

Reconciliation 
Saturday 8:45-9:15 am & 3:30-4:30 pm;  
Wednesday 7-8 pm, or by appointment

Adoration 
Saturday 8:45-9:15 am, Wednesday 7-8 pm

Anointing of the Sick, Baptisms, Weddings, & 
Funerals - Please contact the parish office at  650-
323-1755 or email office@straymondmp.org.

GIVING: ONLINE AND IN PERSON
Make stewardship simple 
with eGiving! Set up secure 
automatic donations using 
your credit card, debit card, 
or bank account, and never 
worry about forgetting 
your weekly offering again. 
Manage your giving anytime 
at straymondmp.org/giving.

St. Raymond Parish
Served by the Dominican Friars of the Province of the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus (Western Dominican Province) 
since 2013.

1100 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Telephone 
Email 
Parish Website 
Parish Office Hours

650-323-1755 
office@straymondmp.org 
www.straymondmp.org 
Mon-Fri. 9:00 am-5:00 pm

Pastor Fr. Jerome Cudden, O.P.  
jcudden@straymondmp.org

Parochial Vicar Fr. John Paul Puschautz, O.P.   
brjohnpaul@straymondmp.org

Deacon/OCIA Tom Kelly tfk@sbcglobal.net

School Principal Erin Glanville  
eglanville@straymond.org

PARISH STAFF
Director of 
Outreach

Hallie Colorado  
Hallie@straymondmp.org

Director of Faith 
Formation

Florence de Bretagne  
florence.debretagne@straymondmp.org

Parish Coordinator Ronnica Hagy 
rhagy@straymondmp.org

Groundskeeper Javier Hernandez
Facilities Supervisor Pedro Hernandez 

Director of Music & 
Liturgy

Lauri Hofstrom  
music@straymondmp.org

Director of 
Operations

Angie Robbiano  
dirofOPs@straymondmp.org

Bulletin Editor/
Sacristan/AV

John Sanchez  
jsanchez@straymondmp.org

COUNCILS
Pastoral Council 
pastoralcouncil@
straymondmp.org

Lori Mirek (Chair), Lindsay Craig, 
Karyn Leahy, Chris Terndrup, 
Stephanie Howard

Finance Council 
finance@
straymondmp.org

Patrick Green (Chair), Dave 
Brenner, Mark Secker, Art Shaw
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